Eclipse Countdown:

Is Your Department and Communlty Prepared for the 2024 Solar Ec:llpse>

We are roughly six months away from the once in a lifetime eclipse on April 8,

2024. This eclipse will travel across Ohio from the southwest to the northeast. Event hio
totality will begin in Greenville, Ohio at approximately 3:00 pm and will exit near Avon
Lake, Ohio at approximately 3:10 pm. The duration of totality of the eclipse is between

2-4 minutes. In Ohio there are 9 counties that intersect with the centerline of totality.
There are 26 counties that are entirely within the area of totality. 20 counties have part
of the county in the area of totality.

Why is this important? Since Ohio is within a one-day drive of 70% of the U.S.
population, those communities within the centerline could see their local population
triple to quadruple. Local population in other totality communities could double.
Hotels, motels, and campsites are already booking, some at capacity. There is a concern
for extreme traffic and stresses to the local infrastructure. With local eclipse festivals and
viewing parties, Ohio is encouraging people to “Arrive Early, Stay Late”. The fire service in
Ohio must plan accordingly to work with all our partners to ensure safe operations
during the eclipse event. Below are some ideas that may be helpful in your planning.
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